
Acts Of The Apostles 
Chapter Six 

SUMMARY 
 

As the disciples in Jerusalem multiplied in number, it is not surprising to read of problems 

increasing as well. This chapter describes problems from within and without the congregation. 

 

Hellenists (Jewish Christians who adopted Grecian culture) complained that the Hebrews 

(Jewish Christians who sought to preserve Jewish culture) neglected their widows in the 

daily distribution (cf. 2:44-45; 4:34-35). The apostles, desiring not to be distracted from 

their own work, summon the disciples and charge them to select seven men whom the 

apostles might appoint to take care of this responsibility. Seven are selected by the people 

and appointed by the apostles through prayer and the laying on of hands. With the problem 

solved, the word of God spread and the number of disciples multiplied greatly, including 

the obedience of many priests (1-6). 

 

Stephen, one of the seven, began doing many wonders and signs. Opposition arose from 

members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen who disputed with Stephen. Unable to resist the 

Spirit and the wisdom of which he spoke, they resorted to false witnesses to stir up the people, 

elders, and scribes. Brought before the council, Stephen was charged with blasphemy against 

the temple and the law of Moses. The chapter ends with the council looking at Stephen, 

seeing his face as the face of an angel (7-15). 

 

REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER 
 

1) What are the main points of this chapter? 

- The selection of the seven (1-7) 

- The charges against Stephen (8-15) 

 

2) As the church in Jerusalem grew in number, who raised a complaint? Why? (1) 

- The Hellenists against the Hebrews 

- The Hellenistic widows were being neglected in the daily distribution 

 
3) When the apostles summoned the disciples, what did they first say to them? (2) 

- “It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables” 

 
4) What proposal did the apostles offer? (3) 

- For the congregation to select seven whom the apostles could appoint over this business 



 
 

5) What qualifications did the apostles lay down for the selection of the seven? (3) 

- Men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom 

 
6) What would this enable the apostles to do? (4) 

- Give themselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word 

 

7) What were the names of the seven men who were selected? What is unique 

about their names? (5) 

- Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, Nicholas 

- They are all Grecian (Hellenistic) names 

 
8) How did the apostles appoint those whom the congregation selected? (6) 

- Through prayer and the laying on of hands 

 
9) As the word of spread, what two things occurred? (7) 

- The number of the disciples multiplied greatly 

- A great many of the priests were obedient to the faith 

 
10) What did Stephen, one of the seven, do among the people? (8) 

- Great signs and wonders 

 
11) Who began to dispute with Stephen? (9) 

- Men from the Synagogue of the Freedmen (Cyrenians, Alexandrians, some from Cilicia 

and Asia) 

 

12) What were they unable to do? (10) 

- Resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which Stephen spoke 

 
13) What did they secretly induce men to say? (11) 

- “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God” 

 
14) What did they stir up the people, elders, and scribes to do? (12) 

- To seize Stephen and bring him to the council 

 
15) What did they set up false witnesses to say? (13-14) 

- “This man does not cease to speak blasphemous words against this holy place and the law” 

- “We have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change 

the customs which Moses delivered to us” 

 
16) As those in the council looked at Stephen, what did they see? (15) 

- His face as the face of an angel 



 

Acts Of The Apostles 
Chapter Seven 

SUMMARY 
 

The previous chapter ended with Stephen before the Sanhedrin council facing accusations that 

he spoke blasphemy against the temple and the Law (cf. 6:13-14). Chapter seven contains 

Stephen’s defense to these charges, and the account of his martyrdom. 

 

Stephen responded by reviewing the call of Abraham and God’s promise to him and the nation 

of Israel. He then described how God used Moses to deliver Israel from Egyptian bondage and 

led them for forty years through the wilderness. Yet Israel rebelled against Moses, through 

whom God gave the Law. Not only in the incident involving the golden calf, but throughout 

their wilderness wanderings Israel continued to worship false gods (cf. Amo 5:25-27). 

Turning to the matter of God’s dwelling place, Stephen acknowledged the role of the 

tabernacle of Moses and the temple of Solomon, but contended that God does not dwell in 

temples made with hands (cf. Isa 66:1-2). He concluded by charging the council of resisting 

the Holy Spirit just like their ancestors, for as their fathers persecuted and killed the prophets 

who foretold the coming of the Just One (Christ), so they became His betrayers and murderers. 

Indeed, they were the ones who have not kept the Law (1-53). 

 

Cut to the heart, those in the council gnashed at Stephen with their teeth. Full of the Holy 

Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God with Jesus standing at His right hand. 

Upon telling the council what he saw, in rage they cast him out of city and began stoning him. 

The witnesses who brought the false charges laid their clothes at the feet of a young man 

named Saul (later known as Paul, the apostle). As Stephen was stoned, he called upon Jesus 

to receive his spirit, and to not charge his murderers with his death. In this way Stephen 

became the first martyr for Christ (54-60). 

 

REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE CHAPTER 
 

1) What are the main points of this chapter? 

- Stephen’s defense (1-53) 

- Stephen’s death (54-60) 

 
2) When did God first appear to Abraham? (2) 

- In Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran 

 
3) What did God tell Abraham to do? (3) 

- Leave his country and relatives, and go to a land that He would show him 

 
4) Where did Abraham finally settle? (4) 

- Canaan (New Testament Palestine) 

 

5) Who did God promise to give the land to? When? (5-7) 



- The descendants of Abraham 

- After they lived in a foreign land 400 years, following which God would judge that nation 

 
6) What covenant did God give Abraham? (8) 

- The covenant of circumcision 

 
7) What was the lineage of Abraham leading to the formation of the nation of Israel? (8) 

- Abraham begot Isaac 

- Isaac begot Jacob 

- Jacob begot twelve sons, who became the twelve patriarchs of Israel 

 
8) What bad and good thing happened to Joseph? (9-10) 

- He was sold into Egypt by his brothers 

- Pharaoh made him governor over Egypt 

 
9) What resulted in the rest of Jacob’s family moving to Egypt?  How many? (11-15) 

- A famine; 75 people 

 
10) Where was Jacob and his sons eventually buried? (16) 

- Back in Canaan 
 

11) Who eventually led Israel out of Egyptian bondage? (17-36) 

- Moses 

 
12) Who did Moses tell the children of Israel would eventually come? (37) 

- A prophet like himself (cf. Deu 18:15) 

 
13) What two examples does Stephen provide of Israel’s disobedience? (38-43) 

- Their worship of the golden calf at Mount Sinai 

- Their worship of Moloch and Remphan throughout their forty years in the wilderness 

 
14) What two dwelling places did Israel have for 

God? (44-47) 

- The tabernacle built by Moses; the temple built by 

Solomon 

 
15) Yet what did God say through the prophet Isaiah? (48-50) 

- The Most High does not dwell in temples made with hands 

 
16) How did Stephen describe the religious leaders of the council? (51) 

- Stiff-necked and uncircumcised in hearts and ears 

 

17) What did he accuse them of doing? In what way? (51-52) 

- Always resisting the Holy Spirit, just as their fathers did 

- By murdering the Just One (Jesus), as their fathers killed the prophets who foretold His 

coming 

 



18) What final charge did Stephen accuse them of? (53) 

- Receiving the law by the direction of angels, but not keeping it 

 
19) How did those who heard this react? (54) 

- Cut to the heart, they gnashed at Stephen with their teeth 

 
20) Filled with the Holy Spirit, what did Stephen see? (55-56) 

- The glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God 

 
21) How did the council then act? (57-58) 

- Cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and cast Stephen out of the city 

 
22) What did they then do? At whose feet did the witnesses lay their garments? (58) 

- They stoned Stephen; a young man named Saul 

 
23) As Stephen was stoned to death, what two things did he pray? (59-60) 

- “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”; “Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” 
 


